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and Its Discontents
Nationalism,
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2003  384 pages
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Paper $24.95
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2003  190 pages
ISBN 0-7391-0776-3 
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2003  488 pages
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2002  240 pages
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BETWEEN TWO EMPIRES
Ahmet Agaoglu and the New Turkey
A. Holly Shissler

“. . .a very interesting book . . . It
manages to place the life story of
Ahmet Agaoglu in the Imperial 
twilight of the Russians and
Ottomans . . . The attempt to trace
the intellectual influences Agaoglu
underwent . . . in the Caucasus and
then in St. Petersburg and Paris is
particularly successful.”
—Erik J Zürcher,
University of Leiden

World-shaking revolutions in Russia
in 1905 and 1917, in Ottoman
Turkey in 1908, World War I, the defeat of the Central Powers and
triumph of the Entente, the Turkish War of Independence and the
establishment of the new Turkish nation state under Atatürk, and
the establishment of Azerbaijan: These events form the backdrop
to Ahmet Agaoglu’s life, which spanned the momentous period
from 1869-1939. This biography of this major player is a striking
entry point through which these turbulent times are brought
sharply into relief.
Library of Ottoman Studies

272 PP. / 1-86064-855-X / $59.50 CL.
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AFGHANISTAN
A Modern History
Angelo Rasanayagam
The first serious history of modern Afghanistan, this book is of vital importance
for understanding the country’s current crisis and is essential reading for histo-
rians, policy makers, and all those interested in the state of the world today.
310 PP. / 1-86064-846-0 / $29.95 CL.

I.B. TAURIS

SUEZ
Britain’s End of Empire in the Middle East
Keith Kyle
Acknowledged as the classic work on the subject Suez draws on a wealth of
documentary evidence to tell this fascinating political, military, and diplomatic
story of how Britain, France, and Israel colluded in attacking Egypt, ostensibly
to protect the Suez Canal, but in reality to depose Gamal Abdul Nasser.
728 PP. / 1-86064-811-8 / $27.50 PB.

I.B. TAURIS

SLAVES OF THE SHAH
New Elites of Safavid Iran
Kathryn Babayan, Sussan Babaie, Ina Baghdiantz-McCabe 
and Massumeh Farhad
This book describes how the slaves of Caucasian descent and the Armenian
merchants of Isfahan, following their conversion to Islam, helped to transform
Isfahan’s urban, artistic, and social landscape.
Library of Middle East History

256 PP. / 1-86064-721-9 / $59.50 CL.

I.B. TAURIS



The Concept of the
Foreign

An Interdisciplinary 
Dialogue

Edited and Introduced by
Rebecca Saunders

The idea of collecting a number of essays from specialists in various disciplines addressing the
question of the foreign is a highly original one, and has resulted in an impressively varied and
wide-ranging volume. . . . Many attempts at interdisciplinary collections fail to achieve this
kind of cohesiveness combined with variety, and the editor is to be congratulated on her 
successful meeting of this challenge. . . .The book is genuinely original and genuinely
interdiscipinary. —Derek Attridge, The University of York, UK

The Concept of the Foreign investigates the diverse and consequential uses of the
concept of the foreign—a formidable and hitherto untheorized force in everyday 
discourse and practice. This highly original work—whose experimental nature moves
beyond traditional academic bounds—undertakes to theorize the meanings, 
deployments, and consequences of “foreignness”, a term largely overlooked by 
academic debates. Innovative in format, the book comprises an introductory 
theoretical dialogue and seven essays, each authored by a scholar from a different
discipline—anthropology, literary theory, psychology, philosophy, social work, history,
and women’s studies—who investigate how his/her disciplines engage and define the
concept of the foreign. Drawing out literal and metaphorical meanings of 
“foreignness,” this wide-ranging volume offers much to scholars of postcolonial, 
gender, and cultural studies seeking new approaches to the study of alterity.

Contributors: Margot Badran, John Charles Chasteen, Peter Redfield, Coco Owen,
Izumi Sakamoto, Rebecca Saunders, Silvia Tomásková, Michael E. Zimmerman

Rebecca Saunders is an associate professor in the Department of English at Illinois
State University.

December 2002 • 320 pages
ISBN 0-7391-0409-8 • Paper $27.95 • ISBN 0-7391-0408-X • Cloth $80.00
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Antinomies 
of Modernity 
Essays on Race, 
Orient, Nation
VASANT KAIWAR & 
SUCHETA MAZUMDAR,
EDITORS    368 pages, paper $21.95

Antinomies of Modernity asserts that concepts of race, Orient, and nation have been 

crucial to efforts across the world to create a sense of place, belonging, and solidarity 

in the midst of the radical discontinuities wrought by global capitalism.

Drawing on archival sources and fieldwork, the contributors explore aspects of moder-

nity within societies of South Asia, the Middle East, and Africa, tracking the dynamic

ways that race, Orient, and nation have been reworked and used over time and in particu-

lar geographic locations.

Contributors. Neville Alexander, Andrew Barnes, Vasant Kaiwar, Sucheta Mazumdar,

Minoo Moallem, Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhi, A. R. Venkatachalapathy, Michael O. West

“Antinomies of Modernity is a fundamental contribution to scholarship decentering

Eurocentric epistemic perspectives. Vasant Kaiwar and Sucheta Mazumdar have collected

impressive essays, including their own articles and introduction, showing the epistemic

potential of ‘antinomies of modernity’ in South Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. This 

collection makes a signal contribution toward a paradigm showing us the way beyond

postmodernism and postcolonialism.”—Walter D. Mignolo, Duke University
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Collage of Sri Lankan portraits, circa 1900. Courtesy  of Peabody Museum, 
Harvard University
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